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Welcome to The Venue 
A Premier Event Center 

 

 
 

Partial View of the Main Floor from the Choir Loft 
 

Our Multi-Functional Venue Can Accommodate a Wide Variety of Uses 

Including but not Limited to: Weddings, Receptions, Cocktail Hours, 

Private Parties, Theatrical Productions, Film Screenings, Art Exhibits, 

Lectures, Local Expos, Trade Shows, and Musical Performances. 
 

We Extend an Open Invitation to any and all who wish to Come by and 

Experience the History and Architectural Beauty of the Former St. 

Joseph’s Church Located at 65 Congress Street in Cohoes, NY. 
 

We are Actively Cleaning and Painting This Remarkable Space so it   

will be Perfect to Host Your Next Special Occasion.  
 

If You are a Future Bride, Wedding Planner, Caterer, Musician, Artist, 

or a Performer and Would Like to Book this Space for an Event, Please 

Call Daniel O’Neill at 518.477.7900 or doneill@section7900.com 
 

We Provide the Space……….You Provide the Memories 
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Thank You 
 

Without the financial and material contributions of our various sponsors, this 
event would not be possible. We greatly appreciate the continued support of 
the businesses who have advertised in this program, the materials donated 
for our displays, the space provided by our host, the food and drinks donated 
by local vendors and restaurants, monetary contributions made by  
individuals, your auction bids, and the countless hours of time spent by our 
volunteers in organizing and staging Cohoes Artist Showcase V. And, of 
course, our artists – who, by participating, raise our quality of life. 
We urge you to patronize the local businesses that have supported us, and 
when doing so, say thank you to them for their community support. 
As we go to press, this list of contributors is likely incomplete. If we have  
forgotten you, know that is not an intentional slight, and that we do value 
your support. 
 
 
Felthousen’s Florist & Greenhouse 
Century House 
The Pig Pit 
Spindle’s on Remsen 
Joe’s Tavern 
The Black Cat 
The Venue 
The Bike Barn 
Friends of the Cohoes Public Library 
Our Towne Colonie 
The Oberlander Group 
Titan Training 
NeuStudios 
Cohoes Carpet Center 
Zephyr Preservation Studio 
Spendwood School of Dance & Gymnastics 
Marra’s Pharmacy 
Navco 
Junkyard Watchdog Arts 
John and Barbara McDonald 
The artists who have donated items to the auction 
     (listed on the auction page) 
Members of the Choose Cohoes for Art Committee 
Volunteers, too numerous to name, who worked tirelessly to put this together 
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Artists of CAS V 

M-J Adelman 

Ryan Barton 

Jack Berkery 

Natalie Boburka 

Wilfred Charbonneau 

Kathy Klompas 

Dave Koschnick 

Louann Kupiec 

Will LeBlanc 

Fred Neudoerffer 

Nate Osborne 

Lorelei Pettibone 

branson Quenzer 

Ann Marie Reilly 

Nicole Saunders 

Rick Sheill 

Christian N. St. Pierre 

Carey Taylor-Noble 

Deb Thomas 

miChelle M. Vara 

Karin Woodin 

 

Featured Artist 

Tori Rodriguez 

 

Moon Glow Gala Information 
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The Lise Toch Creative Education Fund 

Lise Toch was an artist, teacher, Co-owner of Ragged Edge  

Printmaking Studio and a founding member of Choose Cohoes 

for Art. Art in the community is something that she strongly  

supported. Last year the art committee established a scholarship 

fund. This year we have made some alterations to it and renamed 

it. Every future event produced by the Choose Cohoes for Art 

Committee will, in part, benefit the fund. The Lise Toch Creative 

Education Fund will benefit students and artists in Cohoes who 

need assistance in either education or materials to pursue their art. 

It will also support art in the community with events and  

workshops. Over time we will add to the outreach of this fund as 

need arises.  

Art by Lise Toch 
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 A Troy Record  Readers Choice for best Dance Studio 

Dance and Gymnastics 18 months to Adults 
 

Tap * Ballet  *Jazz  * Hip-Hop * Lyrical * Ballroom 
Gymnastics * Tumbling  

 

A 50+ year Cohoes business. In the Historic Lyceum building. 
 

Call 235-1614 or www.spendwood.com 

Spendwood School of Dance & Gymnastics 

Photo by William LeBlanc 
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M-J L. Adelman 
aLeoPics Travel Photography 
Delmar, New York 
www.aleopics.com 
www.aleoprints.com 
www.aleoprints.photoshelter.com 
aleoprints@gmail.com     

Ryan Barton 
ryanbarton1@yahoo.com 

Jack Berkery  
jackpaints@nycap.rr.com 
518-368-1140 
http://jackpaints.wix.com/
jackberkeryart 

http://www.spendwood.com/
http://www.aleopics.com/
http://www.aleoprints.com/
http://www.aleoprints.photoshelter.com/
mailto:aleoprints@gmail.com
mailto:ryanbarton1@yahoo.com
mailto:jackpaints@nycap.rr.com
http://jackpaints.wix.com/jackberkeryart
http://jackpaints.wix.com/jackberkeryart


6 

Natalie Boburka 

boburkastudios@yahoo.com 
518-618-7203 

Wilfred Charbonneau Jr 
wcharbo@nycap.rr.com 
518-371-3709 

Kathy Klompas 

www.raggededgeprintstudio.com
www.kathy.klompas.com 
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Silent Auction 

The Choose Cohoes for Art Committee is proud to have organized this and 
other art related events in Cohoes. On page four of this catalog is an article 
about the Lise Toch Creative Education Fund. A portion of the proceeds from 
this event and all future events will be added to that fund. Several of our par-
ticipating artists have donated a piece of art to be auctioned off in support of 
that fund and the activities of the committee. Those items are on display with 
a sheet where you can enter your silent auction bid. Check back often to see 
how your bid is doing! Listed below are the artists who have generously do-
nated art. 

Barbara Hildreth 
Pat Sweeney 
Jack Berkery 
branson Quenzer 
Louann Kupiec 
Kathy Klompas 
Dave Koshnick 
Fred Neudoerffer 
Natalie Boburka 
Deb Thomas 
Karin Woodin 
M-J Adelman 
Ryan Barton 
Nicole Saunders 
miChelle Vara 
Christian N St Pierre 
Ann Reilly 
Tori Rodriguez 
Carey Taylor-Noble 
Rick Sheill 
Debbie Visser 

mailto:boburkastudios@yahoo.com
mailto:wcharbo@nycap.rr.com
http://www.raggededgeprintstudio.com
http://www.kathy.klompas.com
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Working preferably in pastels, chalk and pavement I aspire to encourage oth-
ers, mainly those of younger ages, to search for the artist inside themselves. 
While working in public, often times I am approached by people passing who 
are interested in how to do what I do. My simple answer: grab some chalk and 
draw what's in your heart. Anyone can be an artist! 

One lesson I've learned from working in pastels and pavement has been the 
courage to let go of what I have created. Rain and wind will wash away what 
I've worked hard to share. In those moments of realization I am able to begin 
a new with fresh ideas to inspire onlookers once again. I try, with every crea-
tion, to allow the colors to illuminate the otherwise plain surface and breathe 
life into others around who will see it. My art not only speaks for me, but for 
others who have yet to discover their inner artist." 

Kira Feurstein 
Kira Feurstein, from Schenectady, NY, has been painting, drawing, and cre-
ating something from nothing for her entire life. From working with crayons 
on paper at age 5 to working with sophisticated paint palettes at 30. She has a 
Bachelor's Degree of Fine Arts, has taught drawing and painting classes to 
children and adults, and is also the co-creator of the Re:Project Schenectady 
Initiative that involves re-purposing trash into artsy treasure. "There is beauty 
in everything. You just need to find it." 
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Will LeBlanc 
518.380.3002 
www.williamleblancstudio.com 

Dave Koschnick 

Dave@JunkyardWatchdogArts.com 

www.JunkyardWatchdogArts.com 

Louann Kupiec 
louie62@nycap.rr.com 

http://www.williamleblancstudio.com/
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Nate Osborne 
Koala_combatant@yahoo.com 
www.nateosborneartworks.com 
www.permianprints.com 
Instagram: _drain_ 

Fred Neudoerffer 
fred@neustudios.com 
www.neustudios.com 
www.neuarts.net 

Lorelei Pettibone 
lopett1055@gmail.com 
518-268-9540 
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Nicole Saunders 
Nicole Saunders is an artist-educator originally from Rhinebeck now residing 
in New Paltz. She earned her degree from the Fashion Institute of Technology 
in New York City, and her advanced degree in Art Education from the Savan-
nah College of Art and Design in Georgia. By day she teaches middle school 
art in a public school in Orange County, and by night she is a mother and 
working artist. Nicole’s style has recently developed into a bohemian style of 
miniature, mixed media- layered paintings, and using small canvases and 
patterns inspired by Zen Tangles, she calls them the “party series”. Her style is 
also orbiting around the concepts and inspirations of the natural elements 
with modern design, as seen in “Phyllis the Feather”.  

Renee Keeler 
Healthcare by day, artist by night - I have studied drawing, watercolor and oil 
painting, as well as other mediums and trades. Though I dabble on canvas, 
stained glass is really my passion. My designs are often infused with mystical 
influence, and a reoccurring theme in my work has been the circle, a powerful 
symbol of life energy. 
Rebecca Hanson 
"As an artist, I am drawn to create rather than leave a legacy. I take care to 
put more fun and enjoyment inside of my completed works. I want my art to 
bring a sense of happiness and wonder when viewed by others. When I pre-
pare for my chosen works, I often get inspired through volunteer opportuni-
ties and leisurely activities.  

Live artists:  
Nicole Saunders 
Rebecca Hanson 
Renee Keeler 
Kira Feurstein 
Tom Bombadier  
(see artist statements 
below) 
 

Photo booth: 
Will LeBlanc 
  
Food Provided by: 
Spindles on Remsen 
Joe’s Tavern 
The Black Cat 
Pig Pit 
  

Music by: 
Cohoes HS Select Choir 
Kevin Carey Jazz Trio 
 
Silent Auction 
Check your bids! 

mailto:Koala_combatant@yahoo.com
http://www.nateosborneartworks.com/
http://www.permianprints.com/
mailto:fred@neustudios.com
http://www.neustudios.com/
http://www.neuarts.net/
mailto:lopett1055@gmail.com
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Featured Artist—Tori Rodriguez 
I'm Tori, I’ve always 
had a passion for art, 
but started out study-
ing interior design at 
Fashion Institute of 
Technology in Man-
hattan.  After deciding 
I wasn't in love with 
the industry, I took 
some time off from 
school, and started 
working for a machin-
ing company, where I 
combined my art and 
math skills to draw and 
draft all sorts of things. Here, I learned a lot about different materials (steel, 
aluminum, copper, polycarbonates, etc.), which pushed me to go to welding 
school so I could fabricate my own designs and sculptures.  My goal is to com-
bine my art and engineering talents, and take my designs to new levels, cre-
ating different, crazy, functional art. I find that some of my inspiration comes 
from music or nature, but most of it comes from sheer curiosity.  I have a 
deep admiration for Wassily Kandinsky, Antonio Gaudi, Lee Krasner, Shel Sil-
verstein, Roald Dahl, Jackson Pollock and Armando Soto, and hope that some-

day I will make as much of an impact on 
the next generation as these masters did 
on me! 

Tori Rodriguez 
518.368.5283 
toridfa@gmail.com 
www.toridoesfineart.com 
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branson Quenzer 
www.bransonQ360.com 
bransonQ360@gmail.com 

Ann Marie Reilly 
artzstuf@gmail.com 

Nicole Saunders 
nicole.devens@gmail.com 
845-554-9540 

http://www.toridoesfineart.com/
http://www.bransonq360.com/
mailto:bransonQ360@gmail.com
mailto:artzstuf@gmail.com
mailto:nicole.devens@gmail.com
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Carey Taylor-Noble 
518-847-3092 
ctaylorn@yahoo.com 

Christian N. St. Pierre 
cnsart@christiannstpierre.com 
www.christiannstpierre.com 

Rick Sheill 

rsheill@yahoo.com 

518-892-5237 
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miChelle M. Vara  
6 Ballard Road Art Studio,  
518-587-8706 
Wilton NY 
www.michellevara.com 
michellevaraart.blogspot.com/ 
picasaweb.google.com/
michellevara09  

Deborah Thomas 
thomas5204@gmail.com 

Karen Woodin  
kwoodin@nycap.rr.com  
518-237-3917 

mailto:ctaylorn@yahoo.com
mailto:cnsart@christiannstpierre.com
http://www.christiannstpierre.com/
x-apple-data-detectors:/--0-1
tel:/518-587-8706
http://www.michellevara.com/
http://michellevara-art.blogspot.com/
http://michellevara-art.blogspot.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/michellevara09
http://picasaweb.google.com/michellevara09
mailto:kwoodin@nycap.rr.com

